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Oratorian College at Arras. He showed such aptitude for
teaching, that he was persuaded to join the Oratorians, and
was sent as a professor to the Oratorian College at Beaune,
where he remained for three years, after which he was ordained
priest by Talleyrand, the newly appointed Bishop of Autun,
at Christmas, 1788. He took a keen interest in the early
progress of the Revolution, and after losing his professorship in
1790, on account of his politics, he was elected constitutional
cure, first of Yernoi, near Beaune, and in 1791 of Neuville-
Vitasse, near Arras. He acquired such a high reputation for
patriotism and eloquence, that he was soon after elected
to the vicarage of Saint Vaast, at Arras, which he held with
his other living. He chiefly lived at Arras, where he enter-
tained Eobespierre when on a visit to his native city in
1792, and became a leading orator of the local Jacobin club,
and he finally rejected clerical for political ambition, and was
elected Mayor of Arras on September 16, 1792, on the arrival
of the news of the events of August 10 in Paris, and shortly
after first deputy suppleunt for the Pas-de-Calais to the Con-
vention. In November he resigned his mayoralty, on being
elected to the Directory of the department, and remained in
comparative obscurity, with the reputation of being a moderate,
until the overthrow of the Girondins in June, 1792, when he
was summoned to take his seat in the Convention in the place
of Magniez, who had protested against that coup d'etat and
resigned. He at once took his seat on the Mountain, and
became very intimate with his compatriot Guffroy, his future
deadly foe, by whose influence, doubtless, he was nominated, on
August 9, to replace Chabot as the colleague of Andr6 Dumont
on mission to the departments of the Sommc and the Pas-de-
Calais. In this mission Joseph Le Bon did little but allow
Darthe, an administrator of the department, to suppress a
rising known as the insurrection of Pernes.1 It hardly deserves
the name of an insurrection, for it consisted only of the
assembly of a body of armed peasants, on August 25, to resist
the decree of the levee en masse, who were easily conquered by
1 Lccesne, Arras sous la Revolution, vol. ii. pp. 50-53.